
 

 

Lamar County Board of Commissioners 

Public Hearing 

August 13th 2024 

9:00 a.m.  

Present for the meeting were Chairman Traylor Vice-Chair Gilles, Commissioner Fletcher, 

Commissioner Lovett, Commissioner Thrash, County Administrator  Townsend, County Clerk 

Davidson and Tax Assessor Haddock.  

County Administrator Townsend presented a slide show regarding the Lamar County Board of 

Commissioners proposing to keep the County Millage Rate at 10.092 which is the same rate as 

last year. According to OCGA 48-5-32(c) (1) & (2) whenever a recommending authority or 

levying authority shall propose to adopt a millage rate which does not exceed the roll-back rate, 

it shall adopt that millage rate at an advertised public meeting and at a time and place which is 

convenient to the taxpayers of the taxing jurisdiction, in accordance with the procedures 

specified under Code Section 48-5-32. The Lamar County Board of Commissioners has 

tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an increase in property taxes by 2.78 

percent.  

County Administrator Townsend showed the property tax digest and tax levy for a period of five 

years; 2019-2024.  



 

 

 

 

County Administrator Townsend presented the PT-32.1 the Tax Assessor provides the board. 

The net digest went from $757,299,389 to $789,914.501. County Administrator Townsend said 

the rollback millage rate is 9.819. There are Two types of value increase made to the digest: 

Increases due to inflation and Increases due to new or improved properties. According to the 

Taxpayer Bill of Right it requires the County to rollback the mill rate to offset any inflationary 

growth.  



 

 

 

County Administrator Townsend explained that there are factors for the changes in the digest 

which include: Residential- $0 increase with no changes, New homes/renovations, $39,310,455, 

Commercial, $35,397,922 from scheduled valuation (last revaluation was in 2018), Motor 

Vehicle $379,200 and Personal Property ($5,634,796). The Driving Factors to remain with 

10.092 Millage are as follows: $203,246 for the Courthouse Reroof of other sections, $30,800 

Courthouse Coat the brick, $10,000 Board of Elections need more funds for transport of voting 

machine and $5,000 LCRSWA Engineering Audit.  

County Administrator Townsend showed the Fair Market Value with Homestead and what the 

rollback of  9.819 versus what the 10.92 rollback rate is on various values of homes.  



 

 

 

County Administrator Townsend presented  a 2024 comparison of surrounding counties and their 

budget, population, and their 2023 millage rate. 

 

County Administrator Townsend presented a trend for the net digest value over the last ten years.  



 

 

 
County Administrator Townsend presented a trend of new homes, manufactured and stick built 

per year from 2019-2023  

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

County Administrator Townsend explained the millage rate calculation. The millage rate is the 

tax rate used to calculate property taxes. Millage rates are applied to the assessed value of a 

home which is 40% of the fair market value.  If you have a home that is worth 100,000, your 

assessed value would be $40,000. A tax rate of 1 mill equals $1 in tax liability per $1,000 of 

assessed value. An example of how the property tax is calculated is as follows:  

Home Fair Market Value: $150,000 

Assessed Value (40%): $60,000 

Homestead Exemption $2,000 

Millage Rate- County: 10.092 

 Divide $58,000 by 1,000 = 58 

 Multiply by 10.092 = $585.37 in property taxes 

County Administrator Townsend informed the citizens that the 2023 Property Tax Relief Grant 

would not be available in 2024. Governor Kemp gave a one time $400.00 tax relief to all 

property owners. An example of how this was calculated is as follows.   



 

 

 

County Administrator Townsend showed a breakdown of the Lamar County Budget. He stated 

that contracts are due at the beginning of the year or by July 1st, which results in a percentage 

over 50%. County Administrator Townsend explained that a lot of the expenses such as liability 

and health insurance has to be paid by July 1st which makes the percentage over 50 percent.    

% of Budget     % of 6/30  

• General Government             22%              58% 

• Judicial & Court              10.6%           52% 

• Public Safety    41.3%           51% 

• Public Works       12%             37% 

• Public Health & Welfare                  2.7%            54% 

• Culture & Recreation              6.7%            51% 

• Conservation & Development       3.3%             48% 

• Debt Service               1.3%            50% 

Board Discussion 

 

Chairman Traylor said Pike County Fire Department uses volunteers whereas Lamar County has 

paid firemen. Chairman Traylor stated that  they have to look at things such as Cost of Living 

(COLA), inflation, fuel, and things they have to pay for that affect the business of the County.  

 

Public Comment 

 

Shirley Williams of 148 Perdue Road addressed the Board of Commissioners. Ms. Williams said 

she was there to discuss the school taxes and said that Seniors who draw Social Security should not 

have to pay taxes. She said she has not had kids in the school system for over 35 years.  Ms. 

Williams noted that health care, home-owners insurance, medicine and property taxes are 

increasing and it is hard to make ends meet. Ms. Williams said that single parents and those with 

one income have a hard time paying taxes. She said those that do not have kids in school do not 

have to pay taxes and then there are the kids that eat free at school and in the summertime; their 

parents should feed them. Ms. Williams concluded that she has not had kids in school for 37 years 

and it is not fair to the Senior Citizens.  Chairman Traylor said he would pass this on to the school 



 

 

board.  

 

 

 Round Table  

 

 No Round Table Comments  

  

Adjournment   

 

Commissioner Fletcher made a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing at 9:19 a.m. Commissioner 

Lovett seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
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